
Coalition
to unveil
visions
for Delta
Water pro ects called
essential, overdue
By Nancy Vogel California’s water industry
Be~ ~aff’,~’r~;er doesn’~ underestimate the impor-

tance of ~he~e documents or
[ma4::~ ~:.~.:ny run~ of wild Ca~Fed’s miss;on. La~ely wa~er

.v:z::r-~’~n :h:n,>k ~a[mon push- leaders s~eak the ~ame refrain:
.nj aF :~ne Sacramento River. "’Wezan’~ ~:T,~rdm
Fb>~.Zs ~.veep.n~ harmlessly ’~his ts achance ofa lifeume,":hr~uin Cenw~] Valley b~asses, said Jason Pehter. who represen~
7o,=r:~:~ i,:ck’.n~ :o Detta tsI~ds much of C~ifornia’s $24 billion
:,~ .vatch n’.:c~. Droughts passin~ a~i~kure indus~ as exe~tiveunnct:ced - even ’h’::h 20 million director of ~he Central Valleymore people ’.:’,’m~ here - because Proj~ Wa~er .~socia~ion.
Ca.::brma ha: :l~red ou~ how to
:qn:er,e. w~p. ~’.v~9 and re~q,’cle .ql three of CalFed’s pro~sa~
’.t~ ..va?. :o .v~ter ~u~ly certain~y, for ~he Delta include a huge m-

Tha:s :he kmd ~f California the ves~men~ in envwonmen~ resto-
~ecp:e ~ CaiFed en~nsion, rauon, bigger or new rese~oirs,

[n a ma;~r new renort that more places ~o bank wa~er under-
opens w::h x ~uote fr4m Vactav ~ound. pollution aba~emen~, im-
Hav~L pres:den: ,at" ~he Czech Re- proved wa~er consem;a~ion and
pu5.~c - "E,~her we have hope vee ~ren~hening. CalFed offi-
¯ h’tth:n us ~r we don’t" - the 4- cials call all of i~ essential and
yeaz-,~;d zon~or~zum o~ federal and overdue work, no ma~ter wha~
~tate poI:cy-makers wtH bare k~

The ~2-’:’~e ~r~z’: ~nv~r~nmen-

:brae ~am ~p~roaches :o reji~r-
m~ Cah~orn~a’s wa~ev hub, ~he
Sa~amen~o-San Joaquin Delta.
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Water: Delta canal plan returns
Continued from page A1 progress in preparing the concretebond that Gov. Pete Wilson had
they choose to do tt, the ~angiedprov,~smn~ of it~ plan,’" said Richhoped to put on the June ballot.
~lou~s of t, he Delta that supplyGolb, ~xecutive director of the The bond deadline passed a~ ag-
water to 22 million Californians. Nor*~hern California Water Asso-ribusiness and environmentalists

\\-nat separates the three ap-oration, "but there’s minimal prog-sparred over whether the bond
pr)acnes is the volume of concretetess made t,o date on :he legal as-would include money for planning
they would require, surances." new reservoirs. Environmental-

"I:he most highly engnneered of For the Sacramento Valleyists long have argued that CalFed
CalFed’s ideas - ,alternative 3 -growers Golb represents, that alsoslights water conservation and
would draw Sacramento River wa-means guarantees that a canalfarmland retirement in favor of
ter down a new 44-m~le canal towon’t send water to Southern Cal-new reservoirs.
the federal and state water projectifornia for which it has no rights. "If CalFed were a student," said
pumps near Tra~’ that are the en- Then there is the question thatGaD" Bobker of The Bay Institute,
~nes of California’s water system,dogs every aspect of CatFed’s"’I would say CalFed is a bright kid

The :east-engineered alterna-plans: Who pays? with a lot of potential who is re-
tix’e would place a few barriers in CalFed veD" roughly estimates~ocling a lot ofold ideas."
tee south Delta to improve flowsa canal at $1 billion: environmen- That dispute simmers, like so
for fish. tal restoration alone could cost $1many others.

CalFed’s draf~ report doesn’tbillion over the nex~ 30 years. Urban and some farm wa~er
pick a favorite. Instead. it ~r~es to CalFed Executive Director Les-districts have made it clear they
lay out the stren~hs and weak-ter Snow. former director of ~heprefer a peripheralcanal, but they
nesses of each. San D~ego CounLv Water Authori-divide over size and operation.

The public wil! be asked to eom-ty, wan~,s Californians to weigh Some en~4ronmentalists believe
ment until .June. then in late sum-the good and bad in the draft re-market-based water transfers can
mer one approach will be p~ekedports, search for ways to fix wha(smeet long-term water needs; wa-
by the CalFed leaders, who hailbad and figure out what they’reterdistr~cts are skeptical.
from such government agencies aswilling to live with. Farmers say ~:hey can’t afford to
the U.S. Environmental Protec-

Wha~ Snow said he fears is a
pay much for more reservoirs or a

t~on Agency. L’.S. Bureau of Recla-bumper-sticker war that oversim-canal, but environmentalists in-
marion. California Department of sist tha~ whoever benefits oughtplifies CalFed’s necessarily com-to foot the bill.Water Resources and state De-plex effort to safeguard waterpartmen~ offish and Game. supplies for the worid’~ seven.th- There’s no guarantee, either,

CalFed staff rank the canal aslargest economy a~ the same timetha~ CalFed’s valley-wide en~4ron-
tops m term~ of ~ts abili~?" to guar-it restores the bigges~ es~uaD’ onmental restoration effort - touted
at. tee water de:~ver~s tothe West Coast. a brackish gate-as the largest in the nation-will
Southern Cahlbrma and the Sanwa.v that once ran thick withbuild up salmon runs on rivers
¯ Joaqu~n Valley: to guard fishsalmon, truncated by dams or restqre a
against the deadly pumps: to send ’q’hat’s a challenge," said Snow,Delta swarming with non-native
the cleanest possible water to"keeping people off the symbolsspecies..amd there’s no proof that
Mtchen faucets: and to captureand on the substance." the world’s largest fish screens,
water during high flows. So far the state’s old-time waterwhich CalFed proposes, will work.

But a canaFs disadvantageswarriors - cities, farmers and en- But for those involved, the scar-
rank .just as high. Voters provedvironmentahsts- still hope the.v’!llest unknown is ho~a~ the public
that in 1982 when they rejected a~mprnve their lot through CalFed.will react.
similarly configured "peripheralBut the.~’rebarel? hanbdngtogeth- "CalFed is about to leave the
canal." l)rawbacks still hinge oner. hands of the professional water
the intan~bles that CalFed calls Most disgruntled are the envi- community and enter the public
"’assurances". Convincing peopleronmenlahsts Recen~ skirmi.~hesand poht~cal realm." said Golb.
that once a canal ~.~ buill, the restover an old battle - how to enforce"’Success isn’t going to depend up-
of California won’t abandon - po-a 1992 law that dedicates a por-on what the la~Ters and lobbyists
litica!ly or financially-the Delta’stion of the federal Central Valleythink about the program. It’ll de-
sagging levee~ and endangeredProjec’,’s water to fish - have feintpend on whether the public un-
~qsh. them sore at agr. ibus,ness So hasderstands the need for a Bay-Del-
~ "CalFed has made considerableb~ckermg over a $1.3 bflli~m waterta s~ution."
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A new fix for the Delta
CalFed0 a team of federal and state policy-makers, will pumping plants that draw ,water frnm Clifton C~)urf
re~ease on Monday a draft report show~ng the positive Forebay in the s~uth O~lta. The pump~ altr, r flow~ and
and negative aspects of three main approaches to kill mtgrating fish. All three alternatives
improving the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for both strengthening of Delta levees, new or bigger reservoirs,
wildlife and the 22 million Californians who use it as a water quali~ and conservation programs, upper
water source. Alternatives 2 and 3 could send watershed improvements and Central Valley
Sacramento River water more directly to the two huge environmental restoration.

m NternaUve #1 ~m + ~ Alternative #2 ~’~ Alternative #3
Does little to change Includes a short canal from Would divert water from the Sacramento
existing Delta the Sacramento River and a River with a 44-mile canal that feeds
channels, widened Mokelumne River. water into project pumps.
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